Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.098; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.3.
In the title compound, [Cu 2 (C 8 H 7 O 2 ) 4 (CH 3 OH) 2 ], the Cu-O bond distances are in the range 1.943 (2)-2.149 (2) Å within a sligthly distorted square-pyramidal coordination. The CuÁ Á ÁCu separation is 2.5912 (4) Å . In the crystal, the molecules are linked into polymeric chains propagating in [001] by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of C2-C7 and C28-C33 rings, respectively. The crystal structure of (II) Tetrakis(µ-2-methylbenzoato-O,O') -bis(2-methylbenzoic acid-O)-di-copper(ii) (Sunil et al., 2008) has been reported. The title compound (I) differs from (II) due to the bonding of methanol at apical positions instead of o-toluic acid. The crystal structures of (III) Tetrakis(µ-2-anilinobenzoato)-bis(methanol-copper(ii)) (Xin & Liu, 2008) , et al., 2004) and (V) Tetrakis(µ-acetato)- (Rao et al., 1983) have also been reported which have similar environments around Cu-atoms as in (I).
D-HÁ
Although the space group is centrosymmetric but the molecules of (I) are not centrosymmetric. The C-atoms of 2-methyl- 
Experimental
The sodium salt of 2-methylbenzoic acid (1 g, 6.32 mmol) was dissolved in 20 ml distilled water. Cu 2 So 4 .5H 2 O (0.789 g, 3.16 mmol) was separately dissolved in 20 ml distilled water. The former solution was slowly added to the later under continuous stirring with the formation of greenish precipitates. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 3 h and cooled to room temperature. The residue of filtration was crystallized in methanol:water (1:1). Green plate like crystals were obtained after 48 h.
Refinement
The coordinates of H5A and H6A were refined. The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = xU eq (C, O), where x = 1.2 for aryl & hydroxy and 1.5 for methyl H-atoms.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. The thermal ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
Special details
Geometry. Bond distances, angles etc. have been calculated using the rounded fractional coordinates. All su's are estimated from the variances of the (full) variance-covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account in the estimation of distances, angles and tor- 
